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EDUCATION: 
 
1994.  B.S., Physics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA.  Courses in 
Physics and Mathematics include: Mechanics I and II, Electricity and Magnetism I and II, 
Vibrations and Waves, Quantum Physics I and II, Statistical Physics, Astronomy, Astrophysics, 
Single and Multivariable Calculus, Differential Equations, Linear Algebra, and Functions of a 
Complex Variable. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
 
2004–Present.  Senior Scientist, Cambridge Environmental Inc., Cambridge, MA. 
 
2000-Present.  Director of Operations, Cambridge Environmental Inc., Cambridge, MA. 
 
1996-2004.  Associate Scientist, Cambridge Environmental Inc., Cambridge, MA. 
 
1994-1996.  Staff Scientist, Cambridge Environmental Inc., Cambridge, MA. 
 
1992-1994.  Research Assistant, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA.  
Developed C-based software to perform relative and absolute photometry on a set of CCD 
images of M31.  Worked under Professor Walter Lewin in the Center for Space Research.  Co-
authored the publication "Extension of the Magnier et al. 1992 Catalogue of Objects in the Field 
of M31" published in Astronomy and Astrophysics in early 1994. 
 
1991-1992.  Research Assistant, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA.  
Studied the entrainment process in clouds under Professor Earle Williams.  Studied downdrafts 
and air currents in cross sections of laboratory scale clouds produced by an ultrasonic humidifier. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS: 
 
Licensed Site Professional Association 
Society for Risk Analysis NE Chapter 
 
 
SELECTED PROJECT EXPERIENCE: 
 
• Conducted numerous Method 2 and Method 3 risk characterizations for contaminated 

sites in Massachusetts that fall within the Massachusetts Contingency Plan.  Conducted 
numerous evaluations of petroleum contamination at disposal sites. 
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• Developed multi-pathway risk assessments for contaminant emissions from combustion 

sources including hazardous waste incinerators, municipal waste incinerators, and cement 
kilns. 

 
• Assisted in the development of probabilistic risk assessments using the risk assessment 

reforms under consideration in the U.S. Congress. 
 
• Measured and modeled electromagnetic fields associated with electric power 

transmission lines at several existing and proposed utility projects in the Northeast.  
Documented current regulatory guidance on electromagnetic fields.  Participated in 
public meetings to discuss the electromagnetic field analyses. 

 
• Developed pollution prevention plans for aluminum mills, biotechnology firms, and 

metal working facilities.  Worked with these industries to identify sources of waste and to 
make process changes to reduce or eliminate the waste. 

 
• Participated in the evaluation of risks and hazards associated with a hot-mix asphalt 

production plant. 
 
• Developed software to estimate the firm yield of surface water reservoir systems in 

Massachusetts from meteorological data, stream flow rates, and reservoir characteristics.  
Developed documentation for the software and trained personnel at the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection in using the software. 
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management tool integrating a geographic information system (GIS), environmental 
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fulfillment of the requirements for the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Phase 
I contract W912HZ-10-C-002.  Cambridge Environmental Inc. 
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18163, 3-23427, 3-22908, and 3-25815.  Cambridge Environmental Inc. 
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Environmental Inc. 
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Cambridge Environmental Inc. 

 
Lester, R.R., Green, L.C. and Linkov, I. (2007).  Site-specific applications of probabilistic health 

risk assessment: review of the literature since 2000.  Risk Analysis 27(3):635-658. 
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use determination application for the use of waste soil as cover material at the Town of 
Bourne Integrated Solid Waste Management Facility.  Cambridge Environmental Inc. 
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Coastal Preserve, City of Boston, Belle Isle Coastal Preserve Project, East Boston, 
Massachusetts, DEP RTN No. 3-12735.  Cambridge Environmental Inc. 

 
Lester, R.R., Linkov, I., Ferson, S., Meyer, A., and DiZio, S. (2005).  Site-specific applications 
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Lester, R.R. and Zemba, S.G. (2004).  Risk characterization for the East Bridgewater Municipal 
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Lester, R.R. (2004).  Focused risk characterization for the Brooks School, 1160 Great Pond 

Road, North Andover, Massachusetts.  Cambridge Environmental Inc. 
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Lester, R.R. and Valberg, P.A. (2003).  Electric and magnetic field study, Oak Street Substation, 
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Liaw, J. and Lester, R.R. (2002).  Method 3 risk characterization Webster-Dudley Lincoln 

Mercury, 138 West Main Street, Dudley, Massachusetts, RTN 2-1305.  Cambridge 
Environmental Inc. 



Richard R. Lester 
Page 6 
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Inc. 
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Lester, R.R. and Zemba, S.G. (2001).  Chattanooga air toxics study.  Risk assessment workplan 

and quality assurance project plan.  Cambridge Environmental Inc. 
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Environmental Inc. 
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paradisi) from Argentina into the Continental United States: Supplemental Plant Pest 
Risk Assessment."  Cambridge Environmental Inc. 

 
Valberg, P.A. and Lester, R.R. (1999).  Transmission-line electric and magnetic fields for the 

Brockton Power 270-MW natural gas combined-cycle power plant.  Cambridge 
Environmental Inc. 
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